
Discussion Questions: WHERE THE LAKE BECOMES THE RIVER, by Kate Betterton
1. How does her encounter with the giant snake effect Parrish? She confronts Willard Krups, but he’s not likely to change. Does anyone benefit from her actions? What might the pink boat cushion symbolize?
2. How do the McCulloughs and Hiroshi Takashima benefit from their friendship? Why does he give Sally objects to give Parrish when she leaves for college, with his blessing?

3. What draws Harvey to Etta Fae, and she to him? Why does Walt risk so much to protect them? What leads to Officer Crawford’s eventual attitude shift? Can we entirely free ourselves from racism, or is this an ongoing, lifelong process?
4. Parrish believes “No one ever gets away with anything—what you do to others will be done to you.” Do you agree that a “Higher Justice” will ensure that the men responsible for harming Parrish’s cat and Harvey’s dog will eventually get their just rewards?

5. After Walt dies, Grace appears to be going mad. Is she? How does grief manifest in the children? What role does art play in Parrish’s life? What do Louise and Grace gain from their nightly “checking” ritual? What frees Parrish from the need to keep “checking?” 
6. Many extraordinary events occur in this book, and most of them center around Parrish. Have you ever experienced any “paranormal” events? Why does our culture deny such metaphysical aspects of reality?

7. Parrish fights a valiant battle, over a number of years, against her stepfather’s abuse, and triumphs in the end. --Or does she? She blames herself for Lucien’s death. Is her guilt justified? What does Parrish learn from Zanda’s struggle to free herself from her own father’s control? Did Zanda pull McBride off-balance? If so, was she wrong to do this? 

8. What makes Robbie vulnerable to the “Lost Boy’s ghost?” What does Parrish mean by, “Maybe we were playing ‘Get the Guest’ with Robbie after all, and just didn’t realize it?” 
9. Why does Parrish find Cam very familiar--more than a new friendship would seem to warrant? Why does Cam betray Parrish in New Orleans?  She forgives him. Would you?
10. Why do you think Jake Harper holds back with Parrish, although it’s clear there’s something he wants to tell her?  Why does Parrish fail to see Jake for who he really is?

11. What questions posed earlier in the book are answered in the final chapter? Why won’t Grace discuss with Walt what happened to Birdie? Grace keeps Walt’s family’s unusual legacy a secret for many years. Should she have told her children about it earlier?
12. Parrish explores many religions and philosophies, trying to understand death, regain her lost spirituality, and redefine her beliefs. After her hospital experience, what does she believe is “the truth about life after death?”  What do you believe happens when we die?
